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Our Goal

To increase the amount of time, money and goods 
that are donated by businesses to charity.
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How will we 
achieve this goal

We will achieve this goal with your help.
Feel free to copy this Microsoft Presentation to your 
associates.
Set up a team leader in your business responsible for 
community programs.
Use any of these strategies to build your business and at the 
same time give something back to the community. 
Put pressure on friends and associates outside of your 
business to do the same.
Send them this Microsoft PowerPoint presentation.

Strategic alliances with certain 
charitable organisations can 
sometimes open up new markets 
and new business opportunities. 
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49 Ways to donate money to 
charity without it hurting 

the bottom-line

Employee 
Christmas Gifts

Purchase your employee Christmas gifts 
through a charity such as the Red Cross or 
Amnesty international. A percentage of these 
sales goes directly to charity. This way your 
Christmas gifts can give twice, without costing 
you a cent.

Christmas cards can also be purchased through 
these types of organisations.
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Informal Clothes Day

Organise an informal clothes day at the office.
(Theme could change to pink shirt day, board 
shorts day etc).
Let your staff know that they can come to work 
dressed in this attire on a certain day if they pay 
$2 - $5.
The proceeds are donated to a charity.

How your company benefits:  This change in formal attire for a  day 
breaks the routine for your staff, a change from traditional business dress 

and at the same time contribute to the community.

Sell chocolates 
for charity

Many charities have pre-packaged easy to sell 
consumables that your company could sell for them.
Select a day every couple of months. Have a different 
employee every couple of months responsible for 
choosing the charity and organising the stock.
Encourage your staff to sell and provide added 
bonuses to the highest seller, perhaps a day off on a 
Friday.

How your company benefits: This is a very effective way to raise money 
for charity, but once again, it costs your company little but does a great job 

in raising the image of your company with your employees.
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Car Wash

Get the kids involved!
Ask your employees if any of their children would 
like to wash cars for charity.
Give permission for them to wash cars on your 
premises.
Charge $20 a car wash and give $10 per wash to 
charity. 

Pancake Breakfast

Have some volunteers set up a barbeque or obtain 
adequate cooking facilities.
Cook up pancakes and charge $5 per meal.
Pancakes are cheap to make so there is a good 
profit margin payback to the charity.
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Organise a ball

Once a year organise a staff ball where employees 
can bring friends and family.
Charge an appropriate fee to cover costs.
All proceeds are donated to charity.
You could organise an industry ball or even a 
regional based ball.

Sheltered Workshops

Do you have any work that can be done by 
sheltered workshops?
These workshops are excellent organisations that 
can perform the tedious tasks of direct mail 
fulfillment, warehouse assembling and other time 
consuming manual tasks.
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Soft drink machine

Install and maintain your own vending machine. 
Vending machines can have chocolate bars, drinks 
and other snacks.
Have a team of volunteers set up that is in charge 
of ordering stock, collecting money and 
maintenance.
Provide all proceeds to charity.

Set up an internal 
competition

Give your employees a half day to brain storm on 
ways that your company can contribute to the 
community without affecting the bottom-line. 

How your company benefits:  This costs you in terms of lost hours but 
has a remarkable team building affect which should more than make up 

for your investment in time.
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Supplier of Christmas 
Gifts - Direct

If you have a good range of products, conduct broad 
advertising to the community informing them.
A. That it is Christmas and that they are likely to buy 
staff presents.
B. That if they buy these gifts from you then you will 
contribute the difference between wholesale and retail 
to charity.

How your company benefits:  Your sales will most likely go up. This 
gives you a major product differentiator. Employers feel the pinch at 
Christmas. If they feel that their money is going to a good cause then 
they can be easily swayed.

Organise an automatic 
payroll deduction employee 
scheme

Ask staff to donate a few dollars each month from 
their pay and have it deducted automatically. 
Even a small amount contributed on a regular 
basis will add up quickly.
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Organise a company or 
industry walkathon

This will promote healthy competition 
and team work with your staff. 

A small entry fee can then raise funds 
for the winning athletes 

choice of charity.

Organise a haircut for 
charity day.

Get employees to donate money to 
charity if an employee dyes or shaves 

their hair.
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Organise an apprenticeship for 
the disadvantaged

Think outside the square next time you 
have a vacancy or possible 

apprenticeship position in your 
company.  

Organise a blood drive

The Red Cross can send you email 
reminders when there is a mobile 

blood bank in your area. 
Donating blood takes less than one 

hour yet less than 2% of Australians 
donate.  
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Organise prizes and set up a 
raffle with books of tickets

See if any employees or their partners 
have a service or prize they wish to 

donate and sell tickets.  

Donate a hotel room

One hotel we heard about was donating all proceeds 
from one particular room in the hotel.
The room was treated like any other room with no 
preferential treatment.
The charity received substantial donations.

How your company benefits:  
Guests in the room felt very special and word of mouth gave the hotel an 
increase in referral business. The guests also spent money in other areas 
of the hotel.



Copyrights granted to freely distribute this PowerPoint presentation.         
Copyright Corprat Pty Ltd

Doctors, Dentists and 
medical professionals

A medical or dental practice could donate the 
difference between medicare and billed rate to 
charity.
This could be done for every 50th patient.
Both the patients and the staff could be involved in 
this promotion.
Charities would benefit greatly.

How your company benefits:  
Your overheads have already been paid for from Medicare. Both your staff 
and your patients will work for you in boosting your business.

Supplier of Christmas 
Gifts - Charity

Become a supplier as well as a donor at 
Christmas time.
Create a comprehensive catalog and approach 
charities re informing their subscribers.
Offer to donate the difference between wholesale 
and retail. Provide fulfillment facilities direct to 
end user, supplier printed catalogue free so that 
there are no barriers. 

How your company benefits:  When you buy this merchandise a % of 
the price is donated to the charity. 
This costs you no more than your normal Christmas bonus.
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Donate your old stock 
to charities?

You could offer to give your old stock or damaged 
stock to charities for them to auction off at their 
next event.

How your company benefits:  
This stock is normally written off and is of no value. This way you are 
doing something positive with the old or damaged stock without upsetting 
your supplier channels.

Your old stock may be 
useable by charities

Certain organisations carry stock that may be 
unsaleable because fashion, trends or technology 
has moved forward.
This stock can be donated to charities for them to 
use in their operations.
A good example of this is dell computers that have 
in the past contributed their obsolete stock to 
charitable institutions. 
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Auction your old stock on 
your website?

Why not auction your old stock on your website and send 
all proceeds to a charity.
Many companies have surplus furniture or office goods 
when they renovate or update. These can also be 
donated to charity or a not for profit organisation.
In some cases your company can even save on the costs 
of disposing these goods.

How your company benefits:  
Once again, this stock is normally written off and is of no value. This way 
you are doing something positive with the old or damaged stock without 
upsetting your supplier channels.

Recycle and reuse

Recycle wherever possible.
Think about other uses for products that may no longer 
be useful to your company, shredded paper for example 
is often used for animal cages in zoos. This is a valuable 
resource to them but just rubbish to you.
Plastics, cardboard, newspapers can often be used by 
schools or workshops.

How your company benefits:  
Once again, this stock is normally written off and is of no value. This way 
you are doing something positive with the old or damaged stock without 
upsetting your supplier channels.
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Printed from the website 
www.knitting-and.com

Knit and give

Host an Event

If you think creativly you can really 
raise money through an endless 

variety of simple events
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A charity Lunch could 
build your business

If you are trying to network in the industry then 
consider organising a charity lunch.
This is an excellent way for you to talk to CEO’s in the 
industry as you will need to invite them to the lunch.
As the MC you could be the after dinner speaker who 
can talk on a subject that is interesting to the industry 
audience and the subject might be an area in which 
your company offers a solution.

How your company benefits:  It is always difficult to talk to the CEO 
of any industry in a non selling relationship. This puts you in front of 

your target audience in a substantive relationship. 

Fun Run for employees

Organise a company “fun run”. Have an entrance 
fee of $10.
The run can be around the local area and can 
finish up at a park.
The company might like to have a company picnic 
or barbeque at the park afterwards.
All proceeds are donated to charity.
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Organise a 
champagne breakfast 

for your clients

Charge per head, give the proceeds to 
charity and use the time to network 

and build relationships.

Set a target & celebrate
Give staff some fundraising ideas then set a goal for 
your company to achieve these over a 6 month period 
and reward your staff with dinner or drinks when they 
reach their target.

How your company benefits:  A company social event is always a 
great way to promote a happy team environment. It can help to bond 
staff and heal differences resulting in a happy more productive 

workplace. 
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Sponsor a good cause
Sponsor a good cause like a charity event or an animal 
at the zoo

How your company benefits:  Sponsorship usually has benefits in 
exposure and advertising, so the next time you look at spending money 
on sponsorship try and support a worthy cause at the same time.

Link to your website
Have a page on your website linking to your favourite
charities or community causes. Most not for profit 
organisations need all the help they can get so any 
additional visitors to their website will help.
Having links on your webpage will not cost your 
company a cent.
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Change your email  
signature

Pick a charity each month and place their details and a 
link to their website at the bottom of all your emails. 
Even if it only encourages one extra visitor a month it 
will be worthwhile.

Golf Day –
Donate the proceeds.

Organise a golf day for your clients and donate the 
proceeds to charity. 
Contact your local golf course and let them know 
that you are organising a charity event. Book a 
lunch at the golf course and organise a significant 
discount because of the group.

How your company benefits:  Most golf days are expensive to host. By 
inviting your clients as a charity golf day, your clients pay for themselves 

as the proceeds are donated to charities.
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Sponsor an event

There are many events that charities are 
organising everyday.
Sponsor one of these events and incorporate the 
sponsorship into your marketing activity.

How your company benefits:  You will need to analyse the event and 
make sure it is relevant to your marketing strategy in order for this to be 
effective.. 

Create an internal 
company auction of 
outside goods.

Your employees probably come in contact with 
successful business and sporting personalities whose 
signature and memorabilia they could secure.
…Or companies that would be wishing to donate goods 
or services.
Ask them to get  as many goods as possible and 
auction it off at the annual company dinner or picnic.

How your company benefits:  This costs the company nothing but 
would be seen as a very positive morale boosting campaign, bonding the 

employees in a common cause.
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What happens to your 
company furniture

Most offices either throw their furniture out or give it 
away.
Sometimes businesses do not like to sell this to their 
employees as it is minimal revenue and they don’t 
want to be seen as exploiting their employees.
Why not auction the furniture and donate the proceeds 
to charity.

How your company benefits:  The furniture is already written off.  This 
takes very little time but can create a significant amount of cash to give 
to the charities

Low Income Benefits

Telstra discount their prices to certain low 
income groups in the community.
This provides these sectors of the 
community with access to communication 
that they would not be able to afford 
otherwise.

How your company benefits:  In this case Telstra may have been able 
to win community and government support for maintaining commercial 
pricing levels without disadvantaging whole sectors of the low income 
community. 
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Friday Afternoon Bonus

Many charities need volunteer help to survive.
Your company could provide your employees 
with a Friday afternoon bonus, where the 
employee can leave work and help out a 
charity.

How your company benefits:  Friday afternoon is normally an 
ineffective time. This therefore costs your company very little but can 

impact greatly on a charity.

1% of your time

Your company could have a policy to donate 
1% of your employees time and 1% of your 
profits to charities.
This could be a firm policy of the company. 

How your company benefits:  What does a policy like this do for the 
goodwill of the company in the minds of employees and customers.
This goodwill is sometimes worth much more than the cost.



Copyrights granted to freely distribute this PowerPoint presentation.         
Copyright Corprat Pty Ltd

Create awareness

Include Information

Many charities benefit by the added exposure 
of publicity.
Your company could include a leaflet or 
information about a particular charity. The 
letter could provide information and seek 
donations directly for the charity.

How your company benefits:  This costs very little but will improve 
your corporate social profile. Both your employees and customers will 

feel a closer bond because of your charitable support.
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Other fundraising ideas
Source: www.profitquests.com

Source: www.profitquests.com

Fundraising Ideas
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Source: www.profitquests.com

Fundraising Ideas

Press release from 
IBM website
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Press release from the SAP website
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Reproduced from 
www.infochangeindia.

org
website. This article 

appears under 
“corporate social 
responsibility”

Reproduced from www.infochangeindia.org website. This 
article appears under “corporate social responsibility”
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Reproduced from www.bizjournals.com website. This article 
appeared in the Business Journal Phoenix
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Since 1984, Dr Steckel has worked with more than 200 for and nonprofit organisations across 
the USA, Canada, United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand, assisting them to develop 
earned income strategies, products and services. 

He is the co-author of the best selling book, Filthy Rich: How to Turn your Nonprofit Fantasies 
into Cold, Hard Cash and published Making Money While Making a Difference: How to Profit 
with a Non Profit Partner, in 1999. Two new books are due out in 2003 and 2004. 
Dr Steckel, who visited New Zealand last year, says larger companies here are more involved 
with cause-related marketing than their smaller counterparts, but he predicts that in a few 
years there will be a surge in small and middle-sized businesses adopting the same practices. 

Examples include a dry cleaner who offers to act as a drop off point for clothing 
donations and cleans them before passing them onto a charity or a florist who 
might give customers a discount and donate 10 percent of profits to an animal 
charity for a special day. 

Plans like these can help small businesses stand out and become recognisable. 
“They create a personality for the store and give people a reason to seek them out,” says Dr 
Steckel. “It's good business and being a good person can go hand in hand. The topic is not 
going away worldwide. If anything, it's increasing." However, Dr Steckel cautions that cause-
related marketing should be embraced sincerely or not at all. 
“Do it because you believe in it or you'll be seen as a fraud.”

Press release put out for Dr Steckel
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Facts on Donating

$703 ml (2000) claimed as tax donations.
33% of taxpayers claimed donations.
.22% of income. (ie income $50,000 donation 
$110).
In US 89% of households donate at an average of 
$1600 per household.
In UK 68% of taxpayers donate.

Donations by business

• Total giving by Australian businesses represents 
approximately 0.15% of total income or 1.6% of 
operating profit before tax

• Small businesses are more likely to provide donations 
and large businesses are more likely to engage in 
sponsorship

• “Australia's business sector gave more than 
$1,447million to community organisations in 2000-1”
This included cash ($921m), services ($290m) and 
goods ($113m). $679m was in the form of 
sponsorships, $586m in donations, and $182m by way 
of partnership agreement
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Aged persons

Charities - examples 
• Alzheimer's associations 
• arthritis foundations 
• community services that provide food, home visits and assistance with shopping 

for the elderly and infirm 
• home maintenance services for the elderly and frail 
• respite services 
• senior citizen organisations if they are not lobbying or merely social or 

recreational 
• trust funds distributing solely to charities that relieve the needs of the aged 

Types of charities

Animals 

Charities - examples 
•animal protection societies 
•animal refuges and shelters which help lost, sick or injured animals, including 
organizations that care for unwanted and deserted pets 
•cat protection societies involved in caring and finding homes for unwanted kittens 
and cats and promoting the de-sexing of animals 
•endangered species organizations whose purpose is to conserve particular animal 
species and look after their well-being – for example, koala preservation societies 
•guide dog associations 
•scientific bodies studying animal behaviour and disseminating information to the 
public 
•wildlife hospitals which provide care and sanctuary for injured wildlife 
•wildlife protection societies involved in protecting and preserving wildlife and 
organising wildlife rescues 

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Culture

Types of charities

Defence and 
public order 

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•arts societies which encourage and promote the cultivation and appreciation of the 
fine arts 
•ballet foundations to promote and encourage interest in ballet 
•bodies promoting culture and the arts in schools 
•choral and orchestral societies 
•friends of public museums and art galleries 
•opera companies that are non-profit 
•public art galleries 
•public libraries 
•public museums 
•trust funds distributing solely to charities that promote the arts 

Charities - examples 
•defence research organisations which provide research into aspects of Australian 
defence and national security 
•disabled soldier associations which care for soldiers injured or maimed during 
service – for example, blinded soldiers associations and limbless soldiers associations 
•family support organisations which help the families of deceased veterans or police 
personnel 
•historical societies which record and research the history of the armed forces 
•social welfare organisations for the benefit of armed forces personnel and their 
dependants 
•volunteer emergency rescue bodies 
•veterans organisations, if their purpose is to provide welfare services for veterans  
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Education

Types of charities

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•bursary and prize funds set up to reward academic excellence that are for a section 
of the public and not for private interests such as the employees of an employer 
•childbirth education bodies 
•educational institutes which are not party political and whose purpose is to stimulate
debate on cultural, political, economic, moral or philosophical issues 
•grammar schools 
•health education bodies, for first aid and resuscitation 
•historical societies whose purpose is to preserve historical items and educate the 
public in history 
•industry training organisations, if they are for the public benefit and not only for 
particular businesses 
•kindergartens 
•parents and friends groups of non-government schools 
•parents and citizens groups of government schools 
•pre-schools 
•public universities 
•schools and colleges run by religious denominations 
•school and university sports organisations where they are integrated with the 
advancement of education in charitable education institutions 
•scholarship trust funds set up to give scholarships for students of a particular school
•Scouts and Guides 
•student union bodies, if they are integrated in a particular university or college 
•Sunday school associations 
•trust funds distributing solely to educational charities  

Disaster relief 

Types of charities

Environment

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•cyclone relief funds 
•flood relief funds 
•public funds for disaster relief 
•public funds relieving necessitous circumstances 
•surf lifesaving clubs 
•volunteer emergency rescue bodies 

Charities - examples 
•conservation bodies which help protect the environment provided they are not for 
lobbying or political purposes 
•environmental associations whose purpose is to educate the public about 
environmental issues 
•flora and fauna conservation societies which are not political or lobbying in nature 
•friends of botanic gardens 
•Landcare groups and other greening organisations involved in tree-planting and 
revegetation 
•marine conservation societies which are involved in the conservation of Australia's 
coastal areas or coral reefs 
•natural resource organisations which educate the public about the wise use of 
Australian resources such as soil, water and forests 
•support groups for national parks 
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Health

Types of charities

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•accommodation services for the relatives of hospital patients 
•alcohol and drug education bodies 
•Alzheimer's associations 
•arthritis foundations 
•nursing mothers associations
•auxiliaries of public hospitals 
•alcohol drug rehabilitation services 
•family planning services and contraception organisations 
•family support services providing services such as counselling 
•health promotion bodies – for example, cancer councils, diabetes societies, epilepsy 
associations, heart and asthma foundations 
•medical counselling organisations for psychiatric illnesses and disorders 
•medical research bodies 
•natural family planning organisations 
•nursing services 
•patient transport services 
•pregnant women support services 
•support groups for sufferers of a particular disease or disorder – for example, drug 
dependence or chronic fatigue syndrome 
•trust funds distributing to charities that promote health or relieve sickness 
•women's shelters 

Indigenous persons

Types of charities

Industry, commerce, 
agriculture 

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and welfare bodies 
•Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander legal services 
•cultural organisations for Indigenous art, dance or history 
•educational and resource centres for Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders 
•family support services for Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders 
•housing cooperatives for Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders 
•research organisations into Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs 
•youth services for Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders 

Charities - examples 
•agricultural show societies 
•apprenticeship and traineeship organisations, if they are for the public benefit and 
not for particular businesses 
•industry training organisations, if they are for the public benefit and not for 
particular businesses 
•research organisations that make the benefits of their research publicly available 
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Locality or 
neighbourhood

Types of charities

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•accommodation providers for the needy 
•citizens advice bureaus 
•community information and referral services which make people aware of rights 
and responsibilities and the services and facilities available to them 
•community justice and mediation centres which provide informal dispute resolution 
services 
•crisis accommodation services 
•family support services providing services such as counselling 
•health information organisations which collect and disseminate health information 
•historical societies whose purpose is to preserve historical items and stimulate 
interest in history 
•information, translating and interpreting services for migrants 
•marriage counselling organisations 
•migrant resource centres 
•multiple birth organisations 
•neighbourhood centres 
•public radio stations 
•relationships counselling organisations 
•surf lifesaving clubs 
•telephone crisis counselling services 
•women's shelters 
•associations supporting the work of the United Nations  

Moral improvement 

Types of charities

People with 
disabilities 

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•alcohol and drug education bodies 
•community justice and mediation centres which provide informal dispute resolution 
services 
•ethical societies 
•marriage counselling organisations 
•relationships counselling organisations 
•road safety organisations which educate on dangers of drink-driving, fatigue or 
dangers of speeding 
•temperance societies 
•associations supporting the work of the United Nations  

Charities - examples 
•Braille libraries 
•carer support services 
•community organisations that provide food, home visits and assistance with 
shopping for people with disabilities 
•disability resource centres
•disability employment services 
•guide dog associations 
•information support services for people with disabilities and their carers
•intellectually handicapped associations 
•respite care services 
•sheltered workshops 
•spastic societies 
•support organisations for people with particular disabilities – for example autism, 
cerebral palsy, Down's syndrome, hearing or sight impairment, and paraplegia 
•toy libraries for the handicapped 
•trust funds distributing solely to charities that relieve disability 



Copyrights granted to freely distribute this PowerPoint presentation.         
Copyright Corprat Pty Ltd

Poverty 

Types of charities

Public works and 
utilities

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•accommodation providers for the needy 
•community services that provide food to the elderly and infirm 
•crisis accommodation services 
•hostels for the homeless 
•overseas aid organisations 
•prisoners aid associations 
•refugee relief bodies 
•soup kitchens 
•Trust funds distributing solely to charities that relieve poverty 

Charities - examples 
•botanic gardens 
•halls provided for public use 
•law reporting councils 
•public art galleries 
•public libraries 
•public museums 
•observatories 
•trusts for places of historic interest 
•providers of public recreational facilities, such as sporting fields and public parks 
•public radio stations 
•showground societies 

Religion

Types of charities

Science

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•Bible colleges 
•Bible societies distributing religious literature 
•building funds for the construction, maintenance or furnishing of church buildings, 
mosques, synagogues etc 
•church choirs 
•churches and other religious congregations 
•clergy funds to maintain priests, pastors, ministers of religion, students for the 
ministry etc 
•institutions of missionaries 
•religious instruction funds for teaching religion in schools 
•religious orders but not orders which do not act for the public benefit 
•religious retreat bodies for lay persons 
•seminaries 
•Sunday school associations 

Charities - examples 
•archaeological societies 
•astronomical societies that are not hobby groups 
•botanical societies 
•geographical societies 
•herpetological societies that are not hobby groups 
•scientific research organisations  
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Unemployment

Types of charities

Young persons 

Description of charity types 
as listed on the Australian 
Government  Tax 
Department’s website 
website www.ato.gov.au

Charities - examples 
•apprenticeship or traineeship organisations, if they are for the public benefit and 
not for particular businesses 
•vocational guidance counselling bodies that are non-profit 
•disabled persons employment services 
•prisoner employment services for recently released prisoners 
•training organisations if they are non-profit and operate for the public benefit  

Charities - examples 
•child abuse associations which exist to prevent cruelty to, or exploitation of, children
and are not political or lobbying in nature 
•children's disease organisations, such as asthma foundations and cancer 
foundations 
•child health associations 
•children's disability organisations which provide services and information to carers
of children with disabilities 
•information services for young people providing advice and support on a range of 
issues such as health and accommodation 
•youth development programs – for example, Scouts, Brownies and Guides 
•youth orchestras 
•youth leadership associations
•youth suicide organisations 


